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terrand gave the United States be-
fore his election—that the new
French president would be staunchly
anti-communist. Despite the ap-
pomtment of four communists to
minor cabinet posts, Mitterrand bas
more than fulfilled those assurances.
Secret.CIA analyses report that~
Franoe 1S now our most crucial ally’
in the struggle against the Soviet-
ried western Euro ce
_NATO, from’ which-France-huffily ;f,',’f,’vpe"mt:ft over-deployoees 2 peace.
svithcrew in -1966. :But_behind the © dmn’f-'?énge “U.S. - mnjssiles. later  this
-scenes, - President F.ranc‘)xq Mlt.t.er = year. 1t was Mitterrand, for exarnple
rand has.- heen cooperating Wlth . who gently chided the West German
NATO much-i -inore_clgsely than dld - parliament .for being bulliedby the-
an) of his’ recent: j)redeo&;sors‘ .~ Kremld into sofoem ﬂs.comxmtr
= {iifact:-“White House™ and Penta- ~ mentoi this point™
gon -officials are’ clucking exuted}\
over what they already-refer to ‘as.
“France’s rewurn 40 NATO. That's
cermml\ mmpmu the gun.a bil, but .
_there are strong indications that the
“French under Mitterrand are willing
4o shoulder a greater share of west--.
‘ern Europe’s detense hurden, and o
discuss ways they can mt.egrave wnt.h
the NA'TO command. S
There are even some who foresee
the day not far away when many
NATO documents will no Jonger -
have to be classified secret for fear
that the French would_ be offended
to iearn that their forces are taken
for granted as part of NATO's
strength. .
Two vears ago | suggested—on
the basis of secret.assurances Mit-

NATO Enjoys
New Support
trom France

As irritating as any PnhQan wait- .
ers: French leaders tend 1o~ thumb
their noses at ‘the United bwtes and.

tarv muscle in any ‘NATO-Warsaw .
Pact showdown .is spelled Zout in o
top-secret Pentagon report-stiown to -
my associate Dale Van Atta. Ifnoted
that Pentagon computers warking on
hypothet:cal conventional-war - situ-
- ations -in Europe were programmed ; -
" witha standmd :assumption' ‘that
““NATO forces weré -a ugmented: by -
all” available French forces A few
years ago the French might have
calied this wishful thinking. ~

The figures in the report showed
that French forces add significantly
to NATO’s strength, including a
one-third increase in its immediate
- manpower. The French also would
supply 1,283 medium tanks, 3,737
other armored vehicles, 917 heavy
artillery pieces, 504 land-based com-
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bat dircraft, 67 tactical naval plane~
46 combat ships. 21 attack submad !
rines, 20 amphibious vessels and 10:%
anti-submarine aircraft—a f{ormida-
ble arsenal that doesn’t even Indlude l
the French nuclear weapons.

Signs of France’s growing corgrajt-
ment to NATO mclude: o T

* Mittertand’s expulsnon of 4( Sp

also’ ‘skipped the once-rputin
Franco-Soviet summit meet.mgg, 4n@,

“rarely refers to the - “special relan

ship” between the two counm y
his predec&sors stressed.- :

* Passage . of - Mmerrand;
vear defense program, Wwhich ex,;ii%’ -
itly acknowledged that w&stem .E\x

Falh! fw

-FOpe’s security is closelv tned w.t.hf;

United States. RS
,» French euppon for US! .qnssdg\
deplovment In western Europe if the:-
" Geneva negotiations fail to.gain ei.’
moval of Soviet $520 missiles. - i

¢ A NATO meeting two montbs),;

- ago in Pans, the first there in A7
'vears. In one, secrét meet.mg thes::

‘French gave the distinct .xmpresueh

that they want to increase thejr: 06~
ordination with NATQO. Ty 3
" Footnote: The CIA has been Jre-

- markably accurate in its a%sessmente

of Mitterrand over the vears. For
instance. one report predicted \m.h
absolute accuracy that he would -be_‘—
“more willing than Gaullists t ife
erate an Atlantic orlenmuon m
French policy.” .




